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Estimating Women's Representation with APSA Survey Data
In addition to estimating the distribution of women in research fields using APSA section membership, we can also calculate gender representation using two recent APSA membership surveys. The first wave of the APSA survey included a sample of 1,399 APSA members from the population of 5,179 APSA members, stratified by department size and surveyed in early fall 2009 (Mitchell and Hesli 2013; Hesli, Lee, and Mitchell 2012; Hesli and Lee 2011) . The second wave drew a new 1,051 APSA member sample from the 2009 population file, and respondents answered surveys during late fall 2014 and early winter 2015 (Claypool et al. 2017) . The proportion of women answering the survey increased from 24.9% of respondents in 2009 to 39.2% in 2014-15. 1 Figure A1 illustrates the gender distribution of APSA members in the surveys overall and according to members' major field of PhD study and primary field of research and teaching in 2009 and in 2014. Major PhD field has a fixed list of responses, including American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, Theory, Methods, and Other. The surveys also use an open-ended question to ask about a respondent's primary research and teaching field, which is re-coded to mirror the PhD major field response options (e.g., general political science, political behavior, political economy were recoded to "other").
Across the major and primary fields, women's representation increased between the two waves. In 2014-15, among respondents who identified Comparative Politics, Political Theory, or other fields as the major field in their PhD program, more than 40% are female respondents. Among respondents who identified American Politics or International Relations as their major field, 36.5% and 32.1% are female. In both waves of the survey, only three respondents reported Methods as their major PhD field, and one of these identified as female in the first wave, none in the second. When asked their primary field of teaching and research, more than 40% of respondents in American and Comparative Politics identified as female in 2014-15. In contrast, women are only 34.8% and 38.3% of those working primarily in IR or Political Theory, respectively. Of the 16 respondents who identify Methods as their primary teaching and research field in 2014-15, only one is female (6.3%). While the proportion of female APSA survey respondents vary by major and primary fields, the 95% confidence intervals for all major and primary fields except Methods overlap with the overall proportion of women in the survey (39.2%).
PhD major field & primary teaching/research field in APSA surveys
Source: Authors' elaboration based on Claypool et al (2017) and Hesli, Lee, and Mitchell (2012) .
